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Cats and Dogs as Pets
People all over the globe either purchase or adopt animals with the aim of serving as pets. Individuals have different reasons for having pets. There are various types of animals that can serve as pets, nevertheless, cats and dogs are the most popular pets currently. When people think about having a pet their choices are mostly either a cat or a dog. Additionally, both animals can function as outstanding pets depending on the person. Cats and dogs as pets share several similarities, however, this two types of pets are different. Certain people prefer the company of a dog while other people are cat people. For an individual to own a cat or dog as a pet it all comes down to the time, cost, and the attention the animals require.
Time

One of the similarities between dogs and cat is that they need time from their owner’s schedule. Both cats and dogs require to be feed at least twice a day and the owner has to make sure they have water. However, cats are more independent than dogs but they also require some time but they do not consume owners’ time. In addition, cats do not require the bathroom and they are generally okay on their own if food and water are always available (Parkhi, 2012). As a result, the owner needs to clean the cat’s litter box. Moreover, cats are capable of grooming themselves hence baths are not necessary. As for the dogs, more time is needed to spend with their owners so as to be happy, this time is spent playing with the dogs. Dogs cannot groom themselves, as a result, the owner has to set aside some time to groom this pet when they get dirty or else the dogs will live in their own dirt. Having a dog as a pet requires some time to be taken out for walks and to use the bathroom. Therefore, for cats or dogs pets to be happy, the owner has to spend with these pets.
Emotionality

Cats fall under the feline group while dogs to the canine group. Dogs are known to be more emotional than cats. This is because they display their feelings by whining, jumping, barking, wagging their tail, and growling. Dogs are more social because they become easily bored and tend to miss and prefer spending time with their owners (Veevers, 2016). The reason behind this statement is dogs are a pack of animals, hence, one should spend more time so that they do not get lonely. Whereas cats rarely make noises as the dogs as they purr, mew or hiss on few occasions. Additionally, when cats want your attention they are happy and demonstrate by getting closer to the owner with their tails up. Cats generally are loners because they spend most times alone and like being away from people most of the times.
Cost

Investing in dogs or cats requires capital that the pet owner will have to incur. Both pets will require food, medical care as well as a caretaker. Usually, dogs are a costly investment also during the initial purchase or adoption, they are expensive than cats. The dog owner has to purchase dog food, however, dogs can generally eat anything, unlike cats. The food quantity bought will depend on the size of the dog. Moreover, dogs require pets to keep them cheerful, dog vaccinations and other provisions such as shampoos for grooming the dog are needed. In case the dog gets ill, visiting a vet and buying medicine will require money. According to Veevers (2016), dogs require some time out of the house, hence, paying someone to take care of them when their owner is not available is needed. A cat owner will spend money buying food, nevertheless, cats do not consume a lot of food as the dogs. Vaccinations have to be bought for the cat’s health, cat’s litter box has to be provided as the cat’s bathroom. Expenses made on pets is different in both animals.
Verbal command

Dogs are smarter in terms of verbal command than cats (Thorndike, 2017). For instance, it is easy to train a dog to perform some tricks than a cat. Also when a dog is called by its name it responds by moving toward you. Additionally, an individual can command a dog to lie down, fetch, sit or shake hands but a cat will not respond to these commands.
In conclusion, getting a cat or a dog requires that time and cost to be spent. The pets require attention from their owners. An individual may choose to the owner a cat for its intelligence or a dog due to its social nature. Both cats and dogs are equally excellent pets but the choice depends on the personality and preference of the owner. Cat pets require less attention and time compared to dogs.
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